BALVIKAS: CHRISTIANITY 2

The following are quotes by Baba. You will need to read these to prepare for a group
discussion. Following this will be an activity of Jesus’ Key Teachings.

Christianity, Jesus and Baba- Basic Teachings

Christian cross: Cut the "I" feeling clean across and let your ego die on
the cross, to endow on you Eternity.

Jesus’ Teachings- Unknown Facts from Baba’s Talks

Like most seekers, he first searched for the Divine- in the objeabind.\But he

soon realized that the world is a kaleidoscopic picture created by one's own
imagination, and sought to find God within himself. His stay in the Himaalayan
monasteries in Kashmir and in other centres of eastern asceticism and phalisophi
inquiry, gave him greater awareness. From the attitude of

being a Messenger of God, he could now call himself the Son of Clod. The bond of
relationship increased: the 'I' was no more some distant light or; énétlight

became a part of the "I." With the bedgnsciousness predominant, he was a
messenger. With the heardnsciousness in the

ascendant, heelt a greater nearness and dearness, and so tiatsenbond seems
natural atthis stage.

Later as thdathmanconsciousnessas established, Jesus could declare, "I and 'My
Father areOne." The three stages may be described as: "l was in the thghtjght
was in me," and "l am the light,” and may be compared t®tweaitha(dualism),
Visishtaadhwaithalqualified

nondualism) andAdhwaitha(nondualism) stages as described/edhicphilosophy.
The final stage is the one when all duality has been shed. This is the essence of all
religious disciplines and

teachings.

Jesus' original name was Isa

Jesus was honored by the populace as Christ, for they found in his thoughts, words
and deedgsjo trace of ego. He had no envy or hatred, and was full of love and chatrity,
humility and sympathy.

Develop knowledge about the higher levels of consciousness and the higher planes of
existence.

Knowledge leads to skill. From skill in using such knowledge, one acquires balance.
You must recognise that this life is a stage in the long pilgrimage and tlaaewew

at a hotel, a temporary resting place which has also a watchman. The mind is the
watchman. So, do not feel permanently attached to the mind or the body. This
'negative’ body has the 'positive’ Divinity within it. When you becomenabiracing

infinite Love, the Divine will manifest in and through you. Try to be like Jesus.

Jesus was a person whose only joy was in spreading Divine Love, offering Divine
Love, receiving Divine Love and living on Divine Love.



There are various theories about the birth date of Jesus based on the 'bright star
appeared at his birth." It is visible once in 800 years, it is said. Some say berwas

on the fifteenth day of September. But, he was borrl#t 8. m. (early morning) on
December 28, 1980 years ago. It was Sunday. The Star that appeared that day appears
only once in 800 years. Its appearance had nothing to do with the birth of Jesus. There
is no rule that, when Divine Energy or Divine

Incarnation descends on Earth, a star has to appear. That is the opinion of devotees
only. But, Jesus was himself a 'Star' of infinite value, spreading brill@noénite
dimension. Why positan other less brilliant glow?

Today is the Birth Day of Jesus, celebrated amidst Decemberfafiswwith lights

and Christmas Trees, and prayers. But it is useless to pray just one day and forget
God, the rest of the year. That is an empty show; it does not emanate from the heart.
We are true Christians only when we live according to the teachings of Christ and
practice them in daily life. Even if we follow two teachings of his, that would be
enough. Christ said, "All life is one, my dear Son! Be alike to every one."

Lessons that Jesus taught and symbolised

The birthday of every great person is celebrated by those who adore and follow him.
This day being the birthday of Jesus is a holiday when offices and factories do not
work. It is not sanctified as a holy day. People attend the church and join the rituals
but return home to revel, drink and dance. The Cross is forgotten when the Christmas
season is on. The day must be dedicated to the purification of one's passions and
emotions through meditation on the virtues and values that Jesus held forth.

Today, man runs after desires; he does not pursue ideals. He yearns for long life, not
for a life lived in God. He does not recognise or follow the footprints of the great.

Man has reduced himself to the position of a servant of the household who has no
means of knowing where the master has treasured his most precious gemshiéhe is t
master, he ought to know. But having failed to rise to that status, he is unaware of the
treasure he can command. Each one has to examine for himself whether henig clingi
to trinkets or conserving gems. A lamp kept on mound illumines the area; if kept in a
pit, it is as if it were not. A virtue that is practiced is a lamp that sHoreall; good
thoughts and good deeds have a way of influencing others. The §eanssilom, the

light of intuitive experience should not be kept away from felioen. They have to

be shared, even at the cost of one's life. That was the lesson Jesus taught and
symbolised.

Love binds one heart to another

Derision and denunciation follow the footsteps of the great in all ages. They haunt
them like the shadow which cannot be avoided. His own disciples turned against
Jesus, even those who adored

him and hung on his words. They did evil to him who did them good. But, Jesus
wished well for

those who insulted and injured him. This is a lesson badly needed today. No one
should count

the harm inflicted on him and plan revenge. He must on the other hand return love for
hatred,

fraternity for enmity. To behave otherwise is a sign of weakness, of want of courage,
of lack of



faith in human goodness. Jesus won in this holy struggle. On this day, we must
cultivate in

ourselves that conviction and that courage.

Far more beneficial than honoring the great is the practice of loving them., Praise
glorification

and eulogy raise them on to an unreachable pedestal. Love binds one heart to another.
Gratitude

for the inspiration and instruction received must bind the hearts in love. The
celebration of

Christmas should not conclude with some carols, tableaux andupadees and
Santa Claus. It

must be soaked in the resolution to practice at least a few of the lessortaugisus
us. The very

first need is faith in God and in our own Divine Nature.

Activity - Jesus’ Key Teachings
What do they mean? Give an example
» Forgiveness
> Love thy neighbour as thy self
» Do unto others as you would have done unto you
>

Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall be
judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.

» Ye have heard that it hath been said,
An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth:
But | say unto you, That ye resist not evil:
but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right heek,
turn to him the other also.
And if any man will sue thee at the law,
and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloak also.

> Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted.
Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.



